"Karama"
At least it seems probable that some such association of
ideas in the long past gave rise to the feeling that the
killing of an animal was not merely a necessary stage in
getting meat to eat, but had a certain occult significance
which demanded a due observance of ceremony.
The ordinary meal is a very different affair: the food
is monotonous and often insipid and badly cooked ; it
is usually eaten without dallying and as there are no
courses there are no intervals for pleasant socialintercourse.
It is a business to be got through merely to appease
hunger, and native custom excuses a man who is eating
from the usual displays of formal politeness, not, it may
be presumed, because he is enjoying himself, but because
he is engaged on a rather boring business, and the sooner
he has got it over and done with the better, and the less
chance that others will eat his share while his attention
is wandering. No doubt the dullness of ordinary meals
enhances the interest of social occasions when meat is
on the board.
So far we have discussed why every occasion of im-
portance is made the excuse for killing an animal for
the general enjoyment of the guests. But why is the
animal always killed in the most public way and often
in a manner characterised by the most revolting details ?
Human beings seem to enjoy having their feelings
harrowed and their emotions stirred even unpleasantly,
and the more monotonous their every-day life, the more
they cravB excitement. To realize this, one has only- to
think of the crowds which in any part of the world would
crush to see a public hanging, and yet of which not one
single member would enjoy any pleasure in the actual
scene : or to think again of the delight of children la
making their ffesh creep by listening to ghost stories in
the dark.
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